
From: St. Francis Xavier <injug.stx1976@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 24, 2026 at 1:54 PM
Subject: St. X 50th Reunion - Is It Real or Is It Memorex
To: St. Francis Xavier <injug.stx1976@gmail.com>

Brothers, it is I, Francis, back again. No, I have not been aimlessly wandering in the desert,

nor have I been on a mountain hiking trip with Jesus.

I must sheepishly admit that even a saint can get writer’s block. To remedy this situation, I sought help
from our friends on the reunion committee. They have told me that these events listed below occurred
during our time together at Saint Xavier. However, I think these guys may be pulling my leg. I am not
sure all this stuff actually occurred.

Please respond to my email or to the class blog, ST. XAVIER CLASS OF 1976 – A space for all things
St X '76, to let me know whether each of these events are true or false. After I receive all of your
advice and am able to crowd source (isn’t that the term they use today) the correct answers, I will
report back those answers along with the name of the most helpful classmate(s) (highest number of
correct answers). That classmate will qualify for some serious swag for pick-up at the reunion.

 

Here is the list …..

 

1.       The class of 1976 50th reunion starts on May 28 with the ‘76ers escorting the Class of 2026
into the Cintas Center graduation ceremony. Shortly thereafter, the Class of 1976 will
immediately be convened at a nearby local establishment.

True ____ or False ____
2.       Senior year Mike Osterfeld led the football team in tackles.
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True ____ or False ____
3.       A certain chemistry teacher who shall remain nameless had a rare eye disease that caused
his eyes to water and who would often visibly rub the eyes to relieve the discomfort.

True ____ or False ____
4.       St. Xavier Chess Club reigned victorious over the city of Cincinnati and the state of Ohio
our senior year.

True ____ or False ____             
5.       Before the nautilus machines arrived (I think sophomore year), young aspiring athletes
lifted with free weights. Dick Piening made these weights available.

True ____ or False ____

6.       From many a classmate’s perspective Justice Under God was meted out liberally and
somewhat capriciously. Mr. Meyer, who in a compassionate attempt to rectify this injustice,
assigned JUG for those arriving late to school based upon the creativity of the tardiness
excuse.

True ____ or False ____             

7.       Tom Ballaban was a true sportsman. In addition to serving as our head football coach,
during the off-season, Bal was a Big 10 basketball referee and worked summers at River
Downs.

True ____ or False ____

8.       It is an urban legend of the 1970’s that high school boys were streaking the high school
girls’ schools. Ursuline Academy purportedly was paid visit by a group of young naturalists. The
girls, who quickly ran out of the school building to greet the lads, identified them as Men of
Moeller because one of the visitors wore only a football helmet.

True ____ or False ____

9.       Mr. Emmett, aka Latin Jack, helped bring back the yearbook, The X-Ray, after a two-year
hiatus by serving as the X-Ray moderator during our senior year.

True ____ or False ____             

10.  Before cross county highway became a highway that actually crossed the county, Caldwell
Road was the chosen path for many classmates from the northeastern metropolis. While driving
the family station wagon home after school, a classmate played chicken with an oncoming
driver. That driver lost and ditched into Hartwell Country Club.

True ____ or False ____

11.  The ‘Harry Buffaloes’, who originated from the Class of ’76, were bound together in a
passionate solidarity to save the America buffalo from the fate of the dodo bird. They conducted
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many fundraisers during our junior and senior year to save the American treasure from
extinction.

True ____ or False ____             

 

12.  Every first Tuesday of the month, a member of the class of 76 hosts a happy hour for all
classmates at a local Cincinnati watering hole. All classmates are welcome.

True ____ or False ____

13.  Rich O’Connell was announced as ‘king’ during Homecoming game in 1976.

True ____ or False ____             

14.  During summer practice junior year, one of the football coaches stopped all activity in its
tracks as players and coaches alike listened to his smart, articulate manscaping advice for a
senior running back.

True ____ or False ____

15.  The Reds, aka the Big Red Machine, won the first of its two back-to-back NL pennants and
subsequent World Series by defeating the New York Yankees in the 1976 World Series.

True ____ or False ____             

 

Please help me sort out these event by responding to this email or to our blog, ST. XAVIER CLASS
OF 1976 – A space for all things St X '76.

 

Godspeed, Francis
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